
 
 

  

  

 

 

BRAVE NEW COVID-19 WORLD: 

INBOUND KEEPING YOU POSTED 

 

News & Views #7 

 

(De-)confined or not, it’s a long week end and you earned it! Again in this week's 

selection of our LinkedIn posts, we try to identify lasting changes in our work and life 

habits triggered by the Covid-19 crisis - the digital acceleration being a key one: from 

the way we advertise to how we enjoy art and even our evening drinks with family and 

friends. The office may also go retro. Elon Musk is mentioned and so are aliens and 

killer asteroids (why not?). Last but not least, we include a smashing White Paper 

putting in perspective the main measures put in place to Save Our Start-ups, now 

considered of strategic importance by most governments.  

We hope you enjoy it! 

  

Keep safe, stay healthy and enjoy the week end! 

  

The Inbound Capital team  

www.inbound.capital 

https://capital.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=07ad5d9a1a36d020590736356&id=18b85e4816&e=dbe29cf097


 

  

 

 

SMALL CAPS  

 

 

      

Covid-19 has not only been an accelerator for some online services such as video conferences but 

also for 3D printing. So far this technology was considered slow, expensive and working for few 

materials. By breaking the traditional supply chain, Covid-19 has emphasized the need for 

different solutions. 3D printing was the perfect answer to fill the gaps in the supply chain and 

has helped to save lifes as it has been used to build part for ventilators, respirators, face shields 

and masks. Companies such as QUADPACK (ALQP:FP), which had seen from the start the 

interest of 3D printing have been part of the effort to provide face shields. 3D printing will now 

be considered by agile and innovative companies as a must have solution to fill the gaps in the 

supply chain. #3dprinting #3dprinter 

Click here to find out more >> 

 

START-UPS & TECH  

 

   

DIGITAL (AND TIME) COMPRESSION RATIO 

Similar to WPP's commenting that ad markets had gained 3 to 5 years of digital maturity in the 

last 8 weeks, MICROSOFT talks about 2 years of digital transformation in just 2 months. For all 

its sins, the sanitary crisis has been acting as a colossal digital accelerator for many brick-and-

mortar segments and for the mass adoption of new practices (WFH, online viewings, etc). The 

same is probably true for robotic. This can only benefit leading innovators names in their 

https://capital.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=07ad5d9a1a36d020590736356&id=47f9271e02&e=dbe29cf097
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respective fields - not least because there were already where the world has suddenly gone: e.g. 

CLARANOVA's PlanetArt in mobile photography, ARTEIA in art, UNE ROBE UN SOIR in 

FashionTech, EUVEKA in robotic for fashion & retail, XOOLOO in kids digital coaching etc 

Arteïa, EUVEKA, CLARANOVA, Une Robe Un Soir, Xooloo. 

Click here to find out more >> 

  

 

   

IT'S ALL GOING DIGITAL: ART ECOSYSTEM (8) 

Singulart, the French start-up offering to connect modern art artists with buyers and to handle 

all related admin/logistics, has just raised €10m from French VCs. While this transaction nicely 

tells of strong investor interests in the growing digital arts market, it vindicates the argument 

that for all its sins, the sanitary crisis has acted as a massive accelerator of digital adoption and 

practices in the art ecosystem - a decisive factor for venture funds to invest eventually. While 

Singulart can hardly compare with ARTEIA (www.arteia.com)'s breadth of services, it shows the 

valuation potential for an integrated player with a full suite of tech solutions and high profile 

partnerships (e.g. Cahiers d'Art) already in place.  

Click here to find out more >> 

   

Since Martin Sorrell has left WPP, he is totally focused on building the perfect communication 

group which will not meet the same problems as the incumbent advertising agencies penalised by 

too "heavy" organisations and faced by many new types of competition. At the opposite, his new 

group, S4 Capital, is built to benefit from the new digital paradigms. S4 Capital's trading update, 

was the opportunity to show how right he is as the present crisis should have a limited impact on 

its results (far less that what the incimbents have annouced). At the opposite, Covid-19 accelerates 

adoption of S4 model and integration. Martin Sorrell made it clear that Covid-19 will speed up 

digital transformation and accelerate changes in many areas such as gaming, learning, commerce, 
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etc. We are also convinced that Covid-19 can have a positive impact on companies which are 

betting on digital transformation such as Arteïa (https://arteia.com). 

Click here to download SA Capital's trading update >> 

  

 

FINANCE & ECONOMY  

 

 

   

ESG AWARD FOR ELON MUSK IMO (IN MY OPINION) 

When was the last time you heard the CEO of a listed company say his stock was over-priced? 

Elon Musk did just that when he candidly tweeted last week that TESLA (NASDAQ: TSLA)'s 

share price was "too high imo" - knocking 12% off the shares briefly before they rebounded. At a 

time with the remuneration policy is under so much ESG scrutiny, one should praise a 

CEO/Founder capable out of sheer honesty to jeopardise the first tranche (worth c.$700m) of his 

compensation package, linked among other criteria to the 6-month market cap average. Maybe 

this commending effort NOT to be paid was Elon Musk's attempt to participate to the general 

effort by CEOs to reduce their remunerations in the Covid-19 led crisis? (he doesn't get a salary 

so there's nothing to cut). The SEC saw no evil either: it did not sanction him despite imposing 

that all his tweets were vetted in advance, a condition in last year's landmark settlement. Peace 

on Earth - and on Mars, since Elon Musk wants to focus on both from now on. 

Click here to find out more >> 

  

     

The ombudsman for businesses in France is alarmed by “shocking” practices on payment delays 

and worried about the tensions on inter-company credit which could slow down the economic 

recovery post-lockdown. At a time when investors are increasingly focused on ESG and 
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sustainability criteria in their investment process, the bad payments practices that have emerged 

from certain companies since the start of the coronavirus crisis are obviously going to be 

increasingly scrutinised, with negative implications for the investability of these companies. 

Click here to find out more >> 

  

 

   

Article by Rob cox on industry consolidation following the Covid crisis. 

Click here to find out more >> 

  

 

   

More than half of all adults now paid by the state Big tax increases are coming... 

Click here to find out more >> 

  

 

WHITE PAPER  

 

 

    

Our latest White Paper entitled "Rescuing Startups: Shall we….?" is now available.  

Click here to read the White Paper >> 
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LIFESTYLE & OTHER TOPICS  

 

 

    

KNOWN UNKNOWN FOR DUMMIES (2): ARMAGEDDON REBOOT 

Looking for a new Marshall Plan to unite the world post-Covid-19? Then look up: just like 

epidemiologists warned us relentlessly of the next pandemic, leading scientists like Stephen 

Hawking warned us about death from the skies i.e. a killer asteroid (NASA recently predicted 30 

nasty rendez-vous by 2101). NASA is launching a spacecraft next year to test its DART (Double 

Asteroid Redirection Test) strategy to blast the rock while it’s still far enough from Earth, similar 

to Armageddon the Movie (Bruce Willis optional this time). International cooperation would be 

inspired take a leaf from the scenario: it's a block buster (literally). 

Click here to find out more >> 

  

 

    

KNOWN UNKNOWN FOR DUMMIES (3) 

First the pandemic, then the asteroid, now what? ALIENS. With the relentless newsflow (noise?) 

about Covid-19, one would be excused for (dis)missing just released official videos of UFO 

sightings by US Navy pilots. Yet comments like “It accelerated like nothing I’ve ever seen” or 

“Look at that thing, dude! It’s rotating!" by seasoned fighting pilots could be a hint they came 

across something else than the Playa Blanca Holiday tourist plane. Ironically in H.G.Wells' The 

War of the Worlds, the Martians invaders ultimately succumbed to the bacteria infecting Earth 

against which they had not built resistance: maybe Covid-19 delayed their landing plans again? 

Click here to find out more >> 
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Fortunately we have Sweden as a control group so that one day we will know whether the lock-

down strategy was worthwhile. 

Click here to find out more >> 

  

 

    

OFF WITH THE NEW, ON WITH THE OLD (2): THE CUBICLE IS BACK! How 

frustrating: after decades of efforts to bring down the separation walls between office workers - 

matched by a decadence of initiatives to create swanky open plan environment for people 

interaction to flourish - architects and office designers have to go back and dust boring old 

fashion office plans to preserve a safe distance. Add the coffee-machine potentially destined to be 

disposed off and you get a you get a conspiracy of reasons for people to go for a coffee break 

outside as often as possible. No wonder Starbucks (NASDAQ: SBUX)' share price is "only" 20% 

off its all time high. While corporations (and analysts) need to factor in refurbishing costs, office 

designers/architects can safely assume they will be kept busy.  

Click here to find out more >> 

  

      

AU REVOIR E-APERO?  

Expected with trepidation by most, the gradual removal of the lockdown in France from Monday 

also comes with a host of questions and anxieties - ranging from safely going back to work to 

keeping distancing habits, but also the fate of the virtual pre-dinner drinks: the so-called E-

Apero, a sparking example (literally) of Le Genie Francais in action. In the same way that life 

finds a way, the cafe culture will undoubtedly regain its rights. But the week end ritual may be 
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hard to kick ,not least because of its capacity to rally friends and family from far away places like 

never before - that's one silver lining of learning to live under lockdown. E-drinks are here to 

stay. 

Click here to find out more >> 
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